                       My name………………………………………………………………

                               birthplace...…….……………………………….……….………...

                              ambition………….………….…………………………………….                              

                                       hero……………………………………………………………….

                              music.…….……....………….…………………………………….

favorite song………………………………………………………

favorite subject…………………………………………………….

                              proudest moment……... ……...………..…………………………

favorite place……………………………………………………...

                              snack.………….......………………………………………………

                              unforgettable experience……………..…..……………………….

                              celebrity……..………..……..…….……...……………………….

                              book…….…………………………………………………………

                              fictional character…………………………………….….………..

                              subject……..………….…………………..…………………….…

                              hobby….……….………………………….………………………

                              first job……..………………….………….………………………

                              movie.….….………………………………………………………

                              philosophy of life……………...…………………………………..

                              inspiration…………………..……………………….…………….

                     My writing ………………………………………….……………………….

My Name

My Birthplace

My Hero

A Memorable Event

A Fictional Character

A Day in the Life of

A Story You Won’t Believe

A Series of Unfortunate Events

The Best Joke I Ever Heard

The Best Story I Ever Heard

My Philosophy of Life

My Proudest Moment

What Inspires Me Forward

Proverbs

Explain the meaning of the following wise sayings.

1. Well begun is half done.

2. Sorrow decreases when shared; joy increases when shared. 

3. If you have danced to the music, you must pay the piper.

4. Time and tide waits for no man.

5. He is the best general who was the best soldier.

Quotable Quotes

Explain the meaning of the following quotes, each in a paragraph. 

1. “Success has many fathers, but failure is an orphan.” John F. Kennedy

2. “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.” Francis Bacon

3. “Without work, all life goes rotten, but when work is soulless, life stifles and dies.” Albert Camus

4. “Once in the racket you’re always in it.” Al Capone

Scrambled Paragraphs 

Re-order the sentences in each paragraph to make it the most logical.

Then re-write the entire paragraph

1.    One is Computer Imaging, which is a hot subject in the job market today. Another is Journalism, which gives practical experiences in producing a newspaper or a magazine. The other is Humanities, which introduces students to the best in literature, art and music. In short, our students have some good subjects to choose from. There are some interesting subjects offered in our school. 

2.     There are three museums of art that one should visit in Chicago. Another is the David and Alfred Smart Museum of Art at the University of Chicago. The other is the Museum of Contemporary Art on East Chicago Avenue. One is the Art Institute of Chicago. As one can see, Chicago is an art lover’s paradise.

3.     First, it is a place where children can participate in supervised sports. Second, the parks provide many activities for senior citizens. Third, the parks have summer cultural events such as concerts. City parks provide a valuable service to the citizens. In short, the parks are valuable assets to the city.

4.      To begin with, I love the various rides. Also, I love the bright lights. Next, I love the amusement park music. As a result, I visit amusement parks at least once every year. I love three things about amusement parks.

5.     To describe, neighbors are to watch for any criminal activity. The Neighborhood Watch Program is a community safety program. To explain further, if criminal activity is seen, the police department is to be called immediately. As one can see, the success of this program depends on the involvement of the public.

6     To begin with, we do not have a national drinking law. Furthermore, 45% of all alcohol related accidents involve 16 to 19 year olds. In addition, a national drinking law would make it illegal for people younger than 21 to drink. Therefore, the Federal Government must crack down on young adults by passing a national drinking law. A national drinking law would save the lives of a lot of young people.

7.     Furthermore, subjecting non-smokers to smoke makes them susceptible to high blood pressure and heart disease. In addition, children who are exposed to a smoke-filled environment are more prone to get these diseases than adults. Second-hand smoke can cause many health hazards. To begin with, people who inhale second-hand smoke are likely to get bronchitis, pneumonia, and colds. Therefore, inhaling second-hand smoke is as dangerous to the non-smoker as it is to the smoker. 

Paragraph Skeleton

Write paragraphs using the topic sentences and the transition words given.

     The ipod is a good invention for three reasons. First, ……………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Second, …………………………………………………………………………………

………………………….. Third, ……………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….. In conclusion, ………………………

……………………………………………………

          I (don’t) like the desktop computer for some good reasons. To begin with, ……..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Moreover, ………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………… Finally, …………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………To sum up,….

……………………………………………………………

     Mr. …………………….is a great teacher. Above all, …………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Next, …………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………In addition, ……………………………………………………………

………………………..No wonder, ……………………………………………………….

………………………………………………

     After graduation, I plan to do three things. One is………………………………………..

……………………………….. Another is…………………………………………………..

………………..The other is………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………. To conclude………………………………………

……………………………………………………….

Paragraph Sandwiches

Prepare paragraph sandwiches on the following topics.

                                   Needed: 2 buns (topic sentence & closing sentence)

                                                 Plenty of meat, tomato, lettuce (detail sentences)

                                             Ketchup, as needed (transition words)

1. Three music groups you like hearing.

2. Three reasons you (do not) like a particular book.

3. Three reasons you (do not) want to go to college.

4. Three things you (don’t) like about Chicago.

Writing Well-Organized Paragraphs

Comment on the following quotes in well-organized paragraphs. Use transition words as necessary.

1. Dance is the hidden language of the soul. (Martha Graham)

2. Cowards die many times before their deaths;

    The valiant never taste of death but once. (William Shakespeare)

3. My only books 

    Were woman’s looks

    And folly is all they have taught me. (Thomas Moore)

4. A gentleman is one who inflicts the least pain. (John Newman)

Writing Paragraphs

Write paragraphs on the following topics.

1. Why the school uniform is a good (bad) idea

2. The advantages or disadvantages of a university education

3. Why I like my neighborhood.

4.  The problems in my neighborhood.     

The Secret of Writing an Essay
If you can write a well-organized paragraph,

then you certainly can write a well-organized essay. It is that easy. 

Paragraph:

Neighborhood Problems

     There are three major problems in my neighborhood. First, there is a great deal of gang activity. Secondly, there are a lot of abandoned buildings. Thirdly, there is loud boom box music. As a result, many people think of leaving the neighborhood.

Essay

The above paragraph may be developed into an essay very easily. 

First think about the thesis sentence: main idea of the whole essay in one sentence:
The major problems of my neighborhood are gang, activity, abandoned buildings, and loud boom box music. 

Introduce this thesis sentence in the first paragraph beginning with an attention grabber and a general sentence about the topic.

Elaborate each point of the thesis sentence in a separate paragraph beginning with its main idea called the topic sentence.

Refer back to the main idea of the whole essay in the closing paragraph. End with a clincher. Use transition words as necessary. 

Neighborhood Problems

     Are you one of those people who love your neighborhood and yet are concerned about its problems? If you are, then you are not alone. I love my neighborhood but think it has some serious problems. The major problems in my neighborhood are gang activity, abandoned buildings, and loud boom box music.

     First, there is a great deal of gang activity. Specifically, gang members are recruiting younger children. To explain further, the gang uses the younger children to sell drugs and for other criminal activity.

     Secondly, there are a lot of abandoned buildings. To describe, these buildings are a community eyesore. Furthermore, these buildings have made the property value of the community go down.

     Thirdly, there is loud boom box music. Specifically, the music comes from cars passing in and out of the neighborhood. Also, this continual barrage of music permeates the air and assaults the ears throughout the day and night.

     In conclusion, my neighborhood has three major problems. First, there is gang activity. Secondly, there are many abandoned buildings. Thirdly, the boom box music is loud and assaults the ear. All these problems cause great concern to the residents.

                What should be done to create a safe environment for students?
Pre-writing:

First write a paragraph. Then use it to write an essay. Develop an outline. Use the model given.

Sample Paragraph: 
     Kelvyn Park High School needs a school and community safety program that addresses three issues. To begin with, it should address the issue of gangs in the neighborhood. In addition, it should address the issue of fire hazards. Finally, the program should also include the problem of danger from strangers.

Now, write your own paragraph in the space provided:

Sample Essay:

Sample outline and introduction:

I. Kelvyn Park High School and Community Safety Program

   A. Importance of a School safety Program

   B. Preventing Gang Involvement, Fire Hazard, and Stranger Danger

     A school is a sacred institution of learning. It is a place that provides for its students not only the tools but also the environment for learning. To make Kelvyn Park High school better, the Student Council has decided that the school needs a school and community safety program for the prevention of gang involvement, fire hazards, and stranger danger.

Make your own outline and then write your first paragraph after picking your three choices. 

I.

  A. 

  B.

Introductory Paragraph

   ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2nd paragraph

II. Gangs

A. Information concerning Gang Crime

B. Information on Gang Members Jailed or Killed

     To begin with, there is one gang in the Kelvyn Park High School area. Specifically, students need police officials to give information on the crime activity of gang members and how it hurts the community. Also, students need the statistical information on young members that are jailed as well as those who are killed. The students, after receiving this information, hopefully will make a choice of saying no to joining gangs and yes to having a productive future.

Now make your paragraph two outline:

II.

    A.

    B.

 ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3rd paragraph

III. Fire Prevention

A. School Fire Safety Rules and Regulations

B. Home Fire Safety Procedures

     In addition, the Kelvyn Park High School Student Council feels that students need to know more about fire prevention for home and school safety. For example, all students should be taught about school fire prevention safety rules and regulations. Also, it is of the utmost importance to have emergency home fire safety procedures and plans for home evacuation.

Write your 3rd paragraph beginning with its outline

III. 

     A.

     B. 

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

4th paragraph
IV. Stranger Danger

A. Awareness of dangers from strangers

B. Awareness of dangers from acquaintances and family members

     Furthermore, the Kelvyn Park High School Council feels that students need to know more about stranger danger. Specifically, students should be advised about the precautions they have to take while walking to and from school. Moreover, they should be advised about child abuse that can occur from strangers, acquaintances, and even family members.

Now, write your outline for 4th paragraph:

IV.  

     A. 

     B.

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5th paragraph

V. A School and Community Safety Program

     In conclusion, the Kelvyn Park Student Council has decided that our school needs a safety program that addresses the prevention of gangs, fire, and attacks from strangers. The program involves mainly in the dissemination of relevant and useful information in the above three areas so that students will be able to make wise choices. It is hoped that such a program will be able to create and maintain a better educational environment for the students.

Now write your own concluding paragraph

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Prompt: Write an expository essay on the causes of water pollution.

                                             The Causes of Water Pollution

     “Water, water everywhere, but not a drop to drink,” cry the sailors in Coleridge’s poem, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Though three-fourth of our planet is covered in water, clean water is becoming more and more a precious commodity and a rarity because of increasing pollution. So, it may be worthwhile to consider the causes of water pollution. The major causes of water pollution are factories dumping waste, sewage in the drinking water, and oil leakage.

     To begin with, some factories and industries have been given fines by the government because they have been caught dumping waste into the lakes, streams and rivers. Specifically, waste dumping has been known to kill fish and other wildlife that live in around theses bodies of water. In some instances, lakes have been destroyed by pollution.  For example, Lake Superior, because of pollution is known to be a lake that has been destroyed.

     Next, raw sewage flowing into rivers and lakes can be a real problem. For example, when there is a severe thunderstorm in Chicago, the Chicago River that has sewage often overflows into Lake Michigan. Lake Michigan provides the drinking water for the people of Chicago and the surrounding suburbs. Specifically, television newscasters will tell the citizens to boil their water because it has become polluted due to sewage.

     Lastly, water can become polluted by oil. For instance, an oil leak from a tanker in Alaska killed the fish and other wildlife. Specifically, the television newscasters reported how volunteers were desperately trying to save the seals, birds, and other wildlife that were covered with oil.

     In conclusion, there is a lot of concern about water pollution. Factories and industries that dump waste into the water can kill the fish and the wildlife that inhabit the area. Also, sewage that gets into the streams, rivers, and lakes create a health problem for humans who depend on the lakes for drinking water. Lastly, oil leaks in the ocean can kill the fish and other wildlife like birds and seals that inhabit the ocean shoreline. Knowing the causes of water pollution is, perhaps, the first step in avoiding a calamity. Ignorance is not bliss, at least in this case. 

1. Circle the thesis sentence and rewrite it here: 

2. Circle the 3 topic sentences of the body paragraphs.

3. Underline the attention grabber, the clincher, and the transition words.

4. What is the main point of the essay? Is it clear? Are there enough details?

5. Use the rubric from the following page and grade the above essay. Explain your reasons for the grade.

6. Based on this model do the next essay on the given prompt.

Expository Rubric

	
	          A
	          B
	          C
	          D

	FOCUS


	Main idea is clear. 
	Wanders at times from the topic 
	An attempt to stick to the topic 
	Not clear what the paper is about.

	ORGANIZATION
	Clear and connected beginning, middle, and end.
	Beginning, middle and end not connected
	One part is missing
	No beginning middle or end

	SUPPORT
	 Details or examples support  main idea
	Some details not relevant 
	Not enough support or details 
	No support. Response is too short

	CONVENTIONS
	Correct use of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Appropriate vocabulary. Uses sentence variety.
	Lacks sentence variety and appropriate vocabulary
	Grammar mistakes stand in the way of comprehension
	Too many grammar mistakes 

	INTEGRATION
	The essay flows smoothly. 
	Lacks an attention grabber, or closing sentence 
	The essay is disconnected
	Lacks

focus, organization, support, and conventions.




Essay Format

(Expository / Persuasive)

Introduction

· Begin with an attention-grabbing sentence.

· Give some background information about the issue.

· State the point of the essay in one sentence (thesis sentence).

Body

· Give first reason (point) and support it in a paragraph

· Give second reason and support it in another paragraph, etc.

Conclusion

· Restate (not repeat) your main idea or thesis.

· Summarize

· Give a call to action (or any of the above)

Expository Essay Prompts

1. Write an expository essay on one school worker, whose job you think is important. Explain your reasons.

2. Compare or contrast two changes in the way we live that are the results of advances in technology.

3. Compare or contrast life in two periods of time.

Persuasive Essay Prompts

1. Write a letter to your principal about a school rule you would like to change.

2. Write a letter to your local newspaper taking a stand on a local issue. 

3. Pick a period of time and convince your reader that this was/would be a good time in which to live.
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