Week 1 - Parts of Speech Overview 
All words are grouped into eight categories called the parts of speech. 

1. A noun is a person, a place, a thing or an idea that acts as a subject, an object, or a predicate nominative in a sentence (chalk, student, class).

2. A verb indicates the action that a subject is engaged in or serves to link the subject with a descriptor of the subject’s state of being (is, think, sing, give, visit).

3. A pronoun stands in for a noun, saving writers from repeating the same noun time and again (he, she, they, you).

4. An adjective modifies a noun (intelligent, ignorant, careful, small).

5. An adverb modifies a verb, an adjective or another adverb (intelligently, carelessly, slowly, steadily)

6. A preposition links the rest of the sentence to a noun called the object of the preposition. The preposition and its object modify words in the sentence (on, of, across, in, at, under, by the side of).

7. A conjunction connects words, phrases or clauses (and, but, although, because, before, after, both).

8. An interjection is a word that expresses strong emotion (wow, oh, oops).

     The dictionary gives not only the meaning of a word but also its part of speech. Knowing the part of speech is helpful in understanding the full meaning of the word and knowing how to use it. The man surreptitiously entered the room. You probably don’t know the meaning of the word surreptitiously, but if you know about the parts of speech, you will recognize that it is an adverb and that it tells you something about how the man entered the room. 

     Some words may have more than one part of speech depending on how it is used in a particular sentence: I think I can (verb) do it. She opened a can (noun) of worms. 

     A verb, used as another part of speech, is called a verbal. Running (verbal noun or gerund) is a good exercise. He is a walking (verbal adjective or participle) encyclopedia. To exist (infinitive) is to co-exist.
Parts of Speech Practice Exercise
Identify the underlined part of speech.

1. Ben thinks that the raccoon that visits his yard is torturing his cats.

(a) noun (b) pronoun (c) adjective (d) adverb

2. His insight into the mind of a toddler has proven quite useful.

(a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb 

3. The doctor offered the patient a concise diagnosis.

(a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb 

4. After years of study, Michelle finally became a doctor.

(a) preposition (b) conjunction (c) adjective (d) adverb

5. With a tornado on the way, Jesse decided he would be safer under a mattress.

 (a) pronoun (b) preposition (c) conjunction (d) interjection 

6. Running is a good exercise.

(a) verbal noun (b) verbal adjective (c) conjunction (d) interjection

7. She is notoriously particular.

(a) pronoun (b) adjective (c) adverb (d) preposition 

8. He is a walking encyclopedia.

(a) verbal noun (b) verbal adjective (c) verb (d) adverb

9. Drink from the flowing stream, not from the stagnant pool.

(a) verbal adjective (b) verb (c) noun (d) preposition

10. The quarterback looked at the coach for guidance.

       (a) noun (b) verb (c) conjunction (d) preposition

11.  Oh, I made the same mistake again!

       (a) noun (b) verb (c) preposition (d) interjection

12. The last contestant was a visitor from Germany.

       (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

13. They are hiding in the closet.

 (a) verb (b) adjective (c) pronoun (d) preposition

14.  The captain provided his officers a plan of attack.

       (a) noun (b) pronoun (c) preposition (d) conjunction

15. This will improve considerably their performance.

       (a) adjective (b) adverb (c) verb (d) interjection

16. Our job sounds very interesting.

(a) noun (b) preposition (c) adjective (d) verb

17. Learning is its own reward.

       (a) gerund (b) participle (c) pronoun (d) adverb

18. Both Neil and Susan are at home.

       (a) pronoun (b) preposition (c) conjunction (d) interjection

19. Into the pool dived the dolphins.

      (a) interjection (b) conjunction (c) preposition (d) noun

20.  Don’t lose your confidence.

(a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) contraction

Parts of Speech Quiz
Identify the underlined part of speech

1. The man surreptitiously entered the room.

        (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

2. I think I can do it.

        (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

3. She opened a can of worms.

        (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

4. Neil was an honest man.

        (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

5. Always speak distinctly.

        (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

6. That pen is hers.

         (a) noun (b) pronoun (c) preposition (d) conjunction

7. In the icebox is a bottle of milk.

         (a) noun (b) pronoun (c) adjective (d) conjunction

8. That girl sings very well.

         (a) adjective (b) adverb (c) interjection (d) preposition

9. Running is a good exercise.

         (a) verbal adjective (b) verbal noun (c) interjection (d) preposition

10. Exercise regularly and diet sensibly.

         (a) adjective (b) adverb (c) interjection (d) preposition

11. He is a walking encyclopedia.

         (a) verbal (b) adverb (c) verb (d) noun

12. We saw the girls in a car ride into town.

         (a) adjective (b) adverb (c) conjunction (d)preposition

13. I called my father and asked him to pick me up at the dentist.

         (a) noun (b) pronoun (c) preposition (d) adverb

14. Every person, young or old, has the opportunity to acquire an education.

         (a) noun (b) pronoun (c) adjective (d) adverb

15. He is a strict teacher, and even the lazy students do their English homework.

         (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

16. We are always cautioned against crossing the streets slowly or carelessly.

         (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

17. From our window we could see the light across the street.

         (a) pronoun (b) preposition (c) interjection (d) conjunction

18. Cookies and milk were served, but neither Kurt nor Marian would eat.

         (a) pronoun (b) preposition (c) interjection (d) conjunction

19. We had a wonderful time at the party.

         (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

20. There are only twenty questions.

                (a) noun (b) verb (c) adjective (d) adverb

