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What if you found a pet on your way to school and brought it with you? What if it was a mouse or a spider or an elephant?

Elephant at School

by Ronnie Mendez

I came across an elephant

On the way to school

His beak was very hot

And his flippers very cool

I hid him in my desk

So the teacher would not see

He stayed there very quietly

Until frightened by a bee

Now try changing some words with your own or from the word bank.

________at School

I came across a ___________

On the way to school

His ________ was very _______

And his ______ was very _____

I hid him in my _________

So that teacher would not see

He stayed there very quietly

Until frightened by a _______

	Aardvark camel ant-eater sparrow hippo spider giant rat alien monster dinosaur bright blue pig

Coat legs paws eyes trunk tail jaws teeth nose wings spiky smooth ugly pretty soft rough wobbly knobbly sharp pink black pointy flat wavy smart 

Pencil-case lunch-box packet handbag purse shoe PE kit noise bang squeak crash wasp bell whistle laugh 


Rewrite your poem on a separate sheet.

Poem

by William Carlos Williams

As the cat

climbed over

the top of

the jam closet

first the right

forefoot

carefully

then the hind

stepped down

into the pit of

the empty

flowerpot.   

Write your own version of the poem following the “skeleton” poem below. After you have written a rough draft, write a final draft on a white paper. Decorate your poem in any way you choose, but the poem itself must be written in blue or black ink.

“________”

As the noun
climbed over/on/under/in
the top/center/bottom of

the noun
First the ____

_____

adverb

then the ______

stepped ______

into the _______ of

the adjective

noun.

Read the following poem by William Carlos Williams. Then do the activity described below.
This is just to say

I have eaten

the plums

that were in

the icebox

and which

you were probably

saving

for breakfast

Forgive me

they were delicious

so sweet

and so cold

Use the skeleton poem below to create your own version of the poem. For this poem, keep the same title.

This is just to say

I have verb
the noun(s)
that were/was in/out/on
the noun

and which

you were probably

saving

for _______

Forgive me

it/they was/were adjective
so adjective
and so adjective

Valentine

Carol Ann Duffy

Not a red rose or a satin heart.

I give you an onion.

It is a moon wrapped in brown paper.

It promises light
Like the careful undressing of love.

Here.

It will blind you with tears
like a lover.

It will make your reflection
a wobbling photo of grief.

I am trying to be truthful.

Not a cute card or a kissogram.

I give you an onion.

Its fierce kiss will stay on your lips,

possessive and faithful

as we are,

for as long as we are.

Take it.

Its platinum loops shrink to a wedding ring, if you like.

Lethal.

Its scent will cling to your fingers,

cling to your knife.

Change the underlined phrases and words keeping the same structure. For example, the lines, “I give you an onion (noun). It is a moon (noun) wrapped (verb) in brown paper (prepositional phrase)”, should keep the same basic structure. It could be changed in this way: “I give you a car (noun). It is a cheetah (noun) running (verb) after its prey (prepositional phrase). 

Writing a Pantoum

On a blank sheet of paper draw (yes, just draw) one of the following: 

(a) Your personal perspective on love 

(b) A personal philosophy of life 

On a second sheet of paper write a pantoum to accompany your drawing. A pantoum is a form of poetry with a specific pattern. Sometimes the poem rhymes, but rhyming lines are not required. The pattern of the poem is as follows:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Line 5 (same as line 2)

Line 6

Line 7 (same as line 4)

Line 8

Line 9 (same as line 6)

Line 10

Line 11 (same as line 8)

Line 12

Example: For her drawing, Carolyn sketched a rose lying in an open hand. The rose had huge thorns on it and a bloody gash running through the area of the palm. Then she wrote the following poem. 
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Pantoum

By Carolyn Rachel

Beauty holds a hidden thorn,

For to tell a war story

Is to tell of love

In the dust of the floor.

To tell a true war story,

Think only of man’s heart

In the dust of the floor,

Forget the corners no one  

sees.

Think only of man’s heart

Bleeding life away for all the earth,

Don’t forget the corners no one sees,

In hopes of velvet-petal comforts.

Bleeding life away for all the earth

’Comes valiant in cities of reckless abandon,

But hopes of velvet-petal comforts

Fade into the pricks of wine-red roses.

Come valiant in cities of reckless abandon,

We await you there without fear.

Fade into the pricks of wine-red roses,

And those who cheer love will cheer for you:

Awaiting you there without fear

Is to tell of love,

And those who cheer love will cheer for you

But beauty holds a hidden thorn.

Writing about a place

Read the poem highlighting all the aspects that the poet liked about London City in an early morning.

Lines Composed Upon Westminster Bridge, September 3, 1802

by William Wordsworth

This city now does, like a garment, wear

The beauty of the morning silent, bare.

Ships, towers, domes, theaters, and temples lie

Open unto the fields, and to the sky.

All bright and glittering in the smokeless air.

Never did the sun more beautifully steep,

In his first splendor, valley, rock, or hill.

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep.

The river glides at his own sweet will.

Now, your turn! Think of a place that you find beautiful or know well and use lines from the poem as a model to describe it. 

Example:

This wood now like a garment wears

The beauty of the sunset, golden, fair.

Trees, branches, leaves…

Composed Standing over the Blue Mountain Lookout, March 10, 2000

by Nikita Le Sauvage and Chole Bush

This place now does like a garment wear,

I look from this point, these Blue Mountains.

This is a calm, serene place.

All is quiet and clear; the other islands are visible.

This beautiful place

Opens unto the sea, rocks and the town.

Ne’er did the sun more beautifully sleep over this point.

Morning is breaking but still all is soundless.

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so gentle.

The sea swishes at its own sweet will.  

Composed on the Beach, March 10, 2000

By Peter Robinson

These beaches now clean as ever before.

The beauty of it in the evening.

Sunset: silent, clear, ripples beautifully cool and refreshing.

The kiosk and the tall tower make the perfect scenery.

The grand stunning dim of the sunset.

The golden sand, hot, comfortable, dry.

The little light that is left in the sky makes the beach dreamlike.

It is splendid to watch.

It lights up your whole body with pleasantness.

It makes you realize how lucky you are with such beaches.

The best place on our little island.

Instruction Poems

Fine Apple
1.Cut the pineapple in half and wear the two halves as earmuffs on a cold winter day.

2.Peel the skins off 100 pineapples, and glue them down to the floor as tiles.

3.Cut out five of the little round lozenges on the pineapple’s skin, and sew them on your jacket as buttons.

3.Look at the pineapple. It feels like ten mosquitoes are biting your hand.  

__________________________

Gifts and Giving

1.Start by giving away different glass bowls.

2.Have everyone give everyone else a glass bowl.

3.Give away handkerchiefs and soap.

4.Give away a sack of clams.

5.Give away pigs and geese and chickens, or pretend to do so.

6.Pretend to talk Chinese and give something away.

7.Make a narrow place at the entrance and put a line across it that you have to stoop under to get in.

8.Hang the line with all sorts of pots and pans that make a big noise.

9.Give away these pans while saying things like “Here is a pan worth $100, and here’s one worth $200.

10.Give everyone a new name.

11.Give the newborn child a name. ******************

Love Manual

1.Find a partner.

Be sure that they are not too spotty.

(People who smell nice are probably best.)

2.Stand close (unless you have very l o n g lips)

3.Squeeze your lips into a pucker.

It is important to get the pressure right.

Too tight will make you kiss like knotted string.

Too loose and you’ll be worse than Aunty Mary.

4.Adore.

5. Look into each other’s eyes.

Take care! Give yourself some distance.

Or you’ll be slogging with a Cyclops

Or sighing with a slog clops.

6. One further word of warning.

You could seriously come to grief

If both of you wear braces on your teeth. 

___________________________

WRITE INSTRUCTIONS on one of the following:

-how to cuddle a pet

-a recipe for a nightmare

-a scientific test for a best friend

-how to make a cup of tea as if it were brain surgery

-how to (or not to) compete in a race or a football match

-how to make a sandwich as if it were a building project

-instructions for mending a puncture in the style of a passionate romance or a thriller

-write a weather forecast in the style of a James Bond movie or a detective story

MIX & MATCH

Write a poem by mixing and matching sentences or words from some recipes or instructions or both.

